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1st Grade Tadpoles 
                by Josey Barlow 
 
This year 1st grade is having 
Tadpoles in their classroom. They are 
learning about different animal’s life 
cycles. They have placed them in a 
fish aquarium up high by a window. 
They came all the way from Florida. 
The tadpoles are mystery tadpoles 
(frogs or toads).they are very excited 
to have these little critters visit their 
homeroom! The first grade teachers 
have to clean their cages every three 
to four days. Or else the cage will get 
stinky. They feed the tadpoles 
spinach leaves and special tadpole 
food. I hope this year’s tadpoles are a 
success!  

 
 

 
 

 

Drama Kids 

By : Rachel Teran and Maja Gray 
 

Drama Kids practice very hard for 
performance. Their next play is called 
“Big Top Mystery “. Big Top Mystery 
is about a criminal who tries to 
sabotage a circus. The idea of Drama 

 

 
 

Eggs 
by Daiyan Zakaria 

 
The school just had an amazing 
experience.  The school received 
eggs that are planned to hatch into 
little chicks. They resided in an 
incubator in the school library fenced 
off.  They were in our school for a 
study for the 5th grade.  The eggs 
wouldn’t hatch if the container was 
even three to four degrees too hot or 
cold. Our eggs hatched right at 21 
days, but took 24 hours to all hatch.  
The 11 chicks had to stay in the 
incubator until dry before being put 
into a small wading pool with animal 
bedding. The chicks stayed at 
Vaughan for a week and a half, left 
last Friday for life on a farm right 
before they learn to fly out of the 
cage.  
 

 

 

Swamped 
by Kyle Bittiker 

 
The 3rd graders performed a choir 
musical called Swamped at the 
April PTA meeting.  Mrs. Valleau 
directed it and some of the songs 
included “We are Swamped,” 
“Frog in Your Throat,” and “You 
Can Fly.”  The person who 
created the musical was John 
Jacobson.  It was not hard, but 
some kids did not enjoy it.  Most 
kids did, though.  Mrs. Valleau’s 
favorite part was singing 
“Everyone Smile.”  Some of the 
“animals” seen in the play 
(actually students dressed up as 
swamp animals) were alligators, 
bees, frogs, owls, fish, and ducks.  
It took 6 weeks to practice for this 
musical that was 25 minutes long.   
 

 
 

Teacher’s School 
Memories 

By: Alexis and Abby Kirbie 
 

     We interviewed a coupled of 
teachers to see if they 
remembered some of their school 
memories when they were in 
school. Some of the questions we 
asked where, Did you have a 
class pet? If so what was it?  



Kids is to show kids confidence, 
teamwork, self-esteem, and 
leadership. The kids get crazy and 
have a good time. The teacher has a 
good time teaching the kid acting. 
Every year they end up with a good 
play. The only way to get there is to 
have a good start in rehearsals.     

   
 

Secret Surprise Birthday 
Party 
by Jacquelyn and Emma Herald 

 
            A while ago Mrs. Bunger had 
a half birthday. It was on Monday 
February the ninth, when fifth grade 
was taking simulations. As her class 
walked down the hall, they suddenly 
stopped and turned around. They 
walked slowly back down the hallway 
in reverse. A visitor, Mrs. Van 
Boerum, (Braden Van Boerum’s 
mother) came and planned and led 
the tiny surprise party. Every class 
except for Mrs. Bunger’s had left for 
lunch already, so no other classes 
knew about it. They went into the 
classroom while the two grownups 
chatted. Mrs. Bunger’s face was 
bright as her class quietly sang her 
the Happy Birthday song. They sang 
very quietly so that the fifth graders 
would not be disturbed while taking 
their simulations. They gave her half 
of a chocolate birthday cake for her 
half birthday.  
          “No one has ever celebrated 
my half birthday with me before,” Mrs. 
Bunger said as the class left the 
classroom. We asked a few students 
what they thought of the event.  
Jacquelyn Herald says, “I really 
enjoyed seeing her so happy. I think 
everyone did, and I was surprised that 
this with her first time for the 
celebration.” another student from her 
class was asked. Her name is Caleigh 
Hargis. Caleigh says, “I think it was 
fun because we all gave her flowers 
and a half of a birthday cake.” later 
that day the kids explained about how 
they knew about the surprise. Mrs. 
Van Boerum had sent an email to 
every child’s parents. Most of the 

 

STAAR Assembly with 
Keith Davis 

 
In April Vaughan Elementary had an 
assembly featuring Keith Davis and 
Dominick Miller. The assembly was 
about the last STAAR Test of the 
year. Keith Davis gave speeches to 
motivate kids and even adults! One 
motivating term he taught us was 
P.U.S.H. which stands for Persevere 
Until Success Happens. His friend 
Dominick Miller did one push up with 
Emma Claire and Mr. Robison on his 
back! He then lifted a pole with Mrs. 
Elliot hanging from end and Abigail 
Fasil from the other! 
 

 
 
 
 

What was your favorite and least 
favorite subject? And, what were 
some of your favorite field trips?  
We interviewed Mrs. Kreska, Mrs. 
Gilmore, Ms. Waites, and Mrs. 
Taylor. 
       When we interviewed Mrs. 
Kreska, she said she had no class 
pets.  Mrs. Kreska went on field 
trips to the zoo, Arboretum and 
Old City Park. Her favorite subject 
was Grammar/English, and her 
least favorite subject was Social 
Studies.  
         Another teacher we 
interviewed was Mrs. Polansky 
and she had no class pets. Her 
least favorite subject was Algebra 
and her favorite was History. 
Some of Mrs. Polansky’s field 
trips she went on were Sandy 
Lake, Mrs. Baird’s Bakery and 
Nate’s Competition in San 
Antonio. 
        The third teacher we 
interviewed was Mrs. Gilmore.  
Her least favorite subject was 
math.  Mrs. Gilmore had a class 
pet bunny.  For field trips she 
went to the zoo, bowling, and the 
aquarium. 
         We also interviewed Ms. 
Waites and she had no class pets 
in school. She went to the State 
Fair, and the aquarium for field 
trips. Her favorite subject was 
journalism and her least favorite 
subject was biology.  

           The last teacher we 

interviewed Mrs. Taylor and she 

had a class pet fish, bunny, and 

turtle. Her favorite subject was 

ELA, and her least favorite subject 

was math. Some of her favorite 

field trips she went on were trips 

to North Carolina, the dairy, and 

Washington D.C.                      

  

 

 
 
 

 



students had made a decorative card 
over the weekend;. So the party was 
clearly planned out very well. And as 
you can see, we all love this 
awesome teacher Mrs. Bunger and 
we continue loving her and you 
should too. She is an amazing, 
wonderful teacher!  

 

Cinderella Amazement 
by: Addie Brooks and Caleigh Hargis 

 
The 4th and 5th graders went on a 
field trip to the Allen high school. They 
Allen High School drama performed 
Cinderella. They had a blast! They 
also went to CiCi’s pizza instead of 
the park. All the 4th and 5th grade 
teachers went to the Cinderella field 
trip with us. I think they liked it a lot.   
Mrs. Valleau, the music teacher, had 
it planned it for January 29, 2015.  
She had to collect     $10. Then she 
had to give all the money to the Allen 
High School. The teacher got together 
to go to the Cinderella play. The 
teachers get together and talk about 
field trips for us.  Mrs. Valleau said, ”I 
think the singers and actors did really 
well. The Prince and Princess did a 
very good job. They practiced very 
hard and did a great job.”  Some of 
the scenes that people liked the most 
were when the prince was looking for 
Cinderella, but he gave up and threw 
the glass slipper and the fairy god 
mother caught it.  Another favorite 
scene was when the dancers were 
singing, and the prince was coming.  
The best one that people liked the 
most was the kissing part.  The 4th 
and 5th graders had a blast!  

 
 
 
 

The Apple Watch 

by: Bryce 

 
Apple has created a new smart watch, 
but it requires a smart phone to 
operate. It will have features like Siri 
which is a voice activated search 
engine. You will have Apple Pay and be 
able to pay on your watch. The screen 

 

 Top 7 Interesting Book 
Series 

by: Haley McCauley and Emma 
Monsen 

  
A survey of Vaughan students 
showed students’ favorite book series 
in the library. These 7 won! The most 
enjoyed series is I Survived. It’s about 
different people who have to survive 
different disasters. One is about a boy 
when the Nazis invaded. Number 2 
most popular series is Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid. It’s about a kid named 
Greg who tells about his “Wimpy” life 
with his friends and family. Number 3 
series is Piper Reed. It’s about a girl 
who goes on different adventures in 
different land forms. Come with Piper 
Reed to the next adventure. The 4th 
most popular series is Harry Potter, 
which is about a boy who goes on 
adventures in Hogwarts school with 
his friends. The fifth most popular 
book is Out Of My Mind. It’s about a 
girl with deformities who can’t talk or 
move.  She went to a math contest 
but her flight got delayed.  Read the 
book to find out what happens. The 
sixth most popular series is Percy 
Jackson. It’s about Olympians that go 
on adventures with mythical 
creatures. The Penderwicks is the 7th 
most popular.  It’s about 4 girls 
named Jane, Batty, Rosalind, and 
Skye who go on vacation and find two 
boys. Sky is the first one to meet one 
of the boys named Jeffrey. She 
dislikes him. But she goes on 
adventures with him and her sisters. 
Jeffrey's mom dislikes Penderwicks 
though. They secretly go on 
adventures together.  Check these 
books out in the library! 

 

              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Review of Percy 
Jackson and the Lightning 

Thief  
by Eric Jimenez and Amelia 
Morgan 
 
     One day while on a field trip, 
12 year old boy, Percy Jackson 
gets pulled aside by a teacher, 
Mrs. Dodds. Mrs. Dodds turns into 
a (Don’t say it out loud; the book 
tells you so) fury, and screams at 
him to give her a lightning bolt.  
Percy watches in shock as his 
pre-algebra teacher vaporizes into 
golden dust. Percy gets taken to a 
place called Camp Half Blood with 
his mom and his best friend 
Grover (who happens to be a 
satyr (a satyr is a half goat half 
human creature).They were about 
to get to Camp Half Blood when a 
Minotaur comes and kidnaps his 
mother.  Percy soon fights off the 
monster with his sword RIPTIDE. 
It disintegrates into golden dust 
but with Percy’s mother. They 
soon find themselves (Percy and 
Grover) in Camp Half Blood. 
Percy then trains himself to defeat 
who he once thought was a friend. 
Want to see if he will win? Find 
out in Percy Jackson and the 
Lightning Thief!!! 

 



of the Apple Watch has a flexible retina 
display and sapphire glass. It will have 
health tracking, an S1 chip, inductive 
charging, Bluetooth, Wi-fi, and will 
come in many styles and colors. Not 
many students will get the I Watch, but 
some parents will. 
 

 
 
 
 

Kickball 
by Kyle Bittiker 
 
Kickball is hopefully starting this week, 
depending on the rain.  Mrs. Hudson 
and Coach G were the first people to 
start kickball.  Mrs. Hudson’s favorite 
part is going outside and that every kid 
gets to play.  When students see their 
class list every year, the first thing they 
do is see if they have a good kickball 
team.  Everyone can’t wait for kickball 
to start! 
 

 
 

An Interview with Mrs. 
Monsen 

by Cassidy Gearhart 
 
Cassidy: Hi I'm Reporting from Mrs. 
Monsen’s room. Now last week Josey 
Barlow and I talked about AIM 
(Activating Inquisitive Minds), but will 
continue this week with an interview 
with our teacher. So, Mrs. Monsen, 
you seem awfully happy! Is there 
anything you want to tell me? 
 
Mrs. Monsen: Yes, I just won the 
Teacher of the Year award. And May 
3rd was 4th grades T.P.S.P. (Texas 
Performance Standards Project) 
showcase. 
 
Cassidy: Wow, that’s exciting. Are 
you happy about that? 
 
Mrs. Monsen: Yes, I am very happy, 
and I bet my AIM students are happy 
too. 
 
So, what is AIM about?  
 
Mrs. Monsen: We are always looking 
to stretch beyond our limits to 
research and create quality papers, 
products, and performances. 
 
Cassidy: Awesome.  What was your 
job before you came to Vaughan? 
 
Mrs. Monsen: The most important job 
of all time- a mother. I taught first 
grade for 6 years and GT (AIM) 
program in Wylie.  When my 
daughter, Emma Monsen, was born I 
took a break from teaching for 4 ½ 
years. I had my son, Thatcher 
Monsen, who is now 7 years old. I 
was lucky to get my job at Vaughan 
right before he started kindergarten 
 

 
 

Animal Kingdom Movie 
Field Trip                             

By: Sofia Castro and Haley 
Rodriguez        

                                        
Second grade went on a Field 
Trip to Cinemark to watch Disney 
Nature Monkey Kingdom on April 
22nd. Second grade teacher Mrs. 
Gilmore said they went because 
they were learning about animals 
and their habitats, what they eat 
and where they live. All second 
grade classes went to see 
Monkey Kingdom. Second grade 
classes were there half the day of 
school. After the movie was over, 
they all went to the Celebration 
Park to eat lunch and have recess 
there. When second grade came 
back to the school, it was already 
be time to pack up to go home for 
the day.  All the students and 
teachers loved the field trip and 
learning about the monkeys!  

   

 

 

 


