
NOTES ON WHY THIS ESSAY ROCKED A 7: 

 
This intro makes good use of the thesis formula, includes 
specific example to back up X, and ATFP. 
 

PROPER USE OF THESIS STRATEGY 
 
The student defended his or her thesis with plenty of 
specific evidence NOT found in the documents. The essay 
is not a “story” strung together from document analysis, 
and the documents are used wisely and appropriately. 
 

PROPER USE OF HIPP STRATEGY 
 

The student used 6 of the 7 documents (MUST USE 6 

OR 7 TO GET ALL THREE DOC POINTS) and for each 
one included context and purpose (H+IPP) as well as 

relevant analysis in relation to the thesis.   

 

It is very important to remember 

throughout your essay that your 

purpose is to defend your thesis! 

 
The student “closed the loop” in each paragraph… 
connecting their analysis back to their thesis. 

 

The student referenced documents appropriately, 
without wasting time quoting or describing. 

 

The Student understood that in a change over time 
essay it was important to connect events and policies 

between different eras. 

 
The concluding paragraph restated the thesis (was 

consistent) and made a comparative /other 

contextualization of one of their broad context 
points. This contextualization was following by an 

explanation of how or why the broad contexts 

connect. 
 

PROPER USE OF CONCLUSION STRATEGY 
 

How To Write the DBQ 
A Student Sample  

 

Prompt: 

To what extent was late nineteenth-century and early twentieth-century United States expansionism a continuation of past United 

States expansionism and to what extent was it a departure? 

 
Although in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries the United States departed 

from a George Washington style neutrality and began to assert themselves on the world stage 

evident in the Pan American Conference, the United States expansionism was actually a departure 

from past foreign policy only to a small extent and a continuation of past ways to a large extent due 

to similarities socially, politically, and economically. 

Socially, before the Progressive Era and the age of imperialism, Americans were using 

their ideas of manifest destiny and Social Darwinism to justify their controlling and conquering of 

Native American lands. With the Louisiana Purchase, the Homestead Act, and the Dawes Act, 

Americans continued to assert their dominance and infringe upon these Native Americans’ 

liberties, preaching a superior Anglo-Saxon culture. These traditions continued into the Progressive 

Era and were exercised no just on a domestic scale but on an international scale. Following the 

enclosure of the West, Frederick Jackson Turner issued his Frontier Thesis of American History 

stressing the importance of the West as a safety valve for America. It emphasized the concept of 

manifest destiny and was meant to be applied to the age of American imperialism, the necessity 

America held to continue to expand (Context & Purpose, Doc. 3). Building off of this long-held 

American concept came another long-held American concept: Christianizing. Missionaries felt it 

their duty to preach their superior Christian beliefs as well as spread their superior Western 

technology and medicine to lesser continents and peoples (Context and Purpose, Doc. 2). The 

concept illustrated in Josiah Strong’s writing emphasized a transformation of Social Darwinism to 

International Darwinism, an even greater justification for imperial pursuits, consistent with the 

justification Americans utilized with Native Americans from the colonial era through the nineteenth 

century. From the Antebellum era to the Progressive Era the concepts of Manifest Destiny and 

Social Darwinism applied, emphasizing a continuation of United States expansion to a large extent. 

Utilizing these social concepts, United States expansion echoed similar political 

approaches to expansionism as well. Before the American age of imperialism, the Monroe 

administration of the Era of Good Feelings issued the Monroe Doctrine, stating United States 

dominance of the Western Hemisphere and warning Europe that the age of colonization was over. 

Although different in militaristic approaches from earlier time periods, the political motivations 

rang true and supported a continuation of United States expansionism and supporting force for the 

protection of these ideals and dominance of the Western world. During the Age of Imperialism but 

before American entry, European powers were taking their picks of countries around the world in 

which they were to create foreign markets and establish spheres of influence. Frightened by the 

threat of falling behind these European powers like Great Britain and France, the United States 

sought to compete (Context and Purpose, Doc. 1). Evident in advocating of imperialism was the 

Spanish American War. Although not intended for total conquest, Spanish violation of the Monroe 

Doctrine prompted U.S. intervention and an eventual acquisition of Cuba as a protectorate, Guam, 

Puerto Rico, and the Philippines. The acquisition of these territories and protectorate as a result of 

war and violation of the Monroe Doctrine is consistent with the emphasis the Monroe 

administration placed on this doctrine earlier in the Era of Good Feelings, echoing similar political 

approaches to imperialism. Although militaristic approaches took on new forms in the Progressive Era and age of American imperialism, the same 

political concepts applied, therefore a small extent a departure in foreign policy. In the midst of this age, the U.S. Navy increased its power with 

construction of all-steel warships as a result of Alfred T. Mahan’s emphasis on sea power and its effect on the world of imperialism that the U.S. was 

facing (Context and Purpose, Doc. 4). Theodore Roosevelt, as the assistant general to the Navy, followed this call for naval power and motivated to 

show off this new beast in the Great White Fleet which toured the world to emphasize the United States political and imperialistic aspirations as well 

as emphasizing determination to keep the Open Door open in Asia. Although in the early nineteenth century Thomas Jefferson opposed a strong 

military, he still used the navy to defeat the Barbary pirates in Tripoli. So despite a difference in ideology between Jefferson and Roosevelt, the policy 

over time was similar to a great extent. Jefferson was reacting to attacks by pirates, and Roosevelt was similarly reacting to an attack on Manila Bay. 

Roosevelt advocated his Big Stick foreign policy, emphasizing aggressiveness, a strong nave, and a presence on the world stage (Context and Purpose, 

Doc. 6). Teddy achieved this through the Roosevelt Corollary, Lodge Corollary, and Platt Amendment. These three acts further emphasized American 

dominance in the Western hemisphere. Although one could argue the imperialism of the Progressive Era was a departure from past time and was a bit 

extreme, all the actions echoed the same calls from earlier eras. 

Therefore, United States expansionism was a continuation of past United States expansionism to a large extend and a departure to a small 

extent. Similar to the Progressive Era’s economic imperialist attitudes were the motivations of industry in the West post Civil War. During the age of 

American imperialism, Senators in Congress called for new foreign markets and an expansion of foreign trade especially in the Pacific (Context and 

Purpose, Doc. 5). This is evident in the Open Door Policy in China enacted by the U.S. during the Progressive Era and was similar to the economic 

motivations found in the West post Civil War through gold and silver rushes, homesteaders, Indian Wars, and cattle ranching on the Great Plains. 

Similar motivations rang true through these eras where Manifest Destiny and Anglo-Saxon culture dominated. 

  



NOTES ON WHY THIS ESSAY SNAGGED A 1: 

 

This intro does not make good use of the thesis formula, and does 
not  ATFP.  The student does not analyze or take stand on whether 
or not expansionism was a continuation or departure, not does he or 
she use organizational categories to set up the paper.  Instead, this 
student writes a separate paragraph for each document.  
 

WRITING A DBQ IS NOT TO TELL  A STORY  
BASED ON WHAT YOU PULLFROM DOCUMENTS,  

IT IS YOU DEFENDING A THESIS  
AS YOU DO ON A LONG ESSAY…  

WITH ADDITIONAL INSIGHT AND EVIDENCE  
FROM ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTS. 

 

I gave this student one point for an implied thesis with some relevant 
connection to the document analysis. This won’t happen on the 
actual AP exam. He or she needed at least 4 documents 
successfully analyzed AND defending the thesis.  There is not thesis 
other than an implied assertion that foreign policy was a 
continuation/continuity.  
 

Improper use of HIPP strategy.  
 

THOU SHALT NOT QUOTE  

OR DESCRIBE DOCUMENTS! 

 
This student needed to see the documents as a resource for insight 
and evidence to help defend a thesis. Instead, this student just – at a 
very low level – analyzed and listed documents.  
 

The concluding paragraph restated the incomplete/implied thesis , 
but his or her comparative context  lacks an explanation of how or 
why Monroe Doctrine is similar to Manifest Destiny. Also… Manifest 
Destiny is needs to be further analyzed for the Progressive Era (the 
term is usually used more for continental expansion).   
 
The essay has some historical errors, but there is no point deduction 
for errors.  Just irritated readers. 
 
 

How NOT to write the DBQ 
A student sample 

 

Prompt: 

To what extent was late nineteenth-century and early twentieth-century United States expansionism a continuation of past United 

States expansionism and to what extent was it a departure? 

 

 America was not in a state of expansion in the late 1800s and early 

1900s, they were just in a state of Manifest Destiny. America annexed 

Hawaii in 1998 and then went to war with Spain and took Cuba, Philippines, 

Puerto Rico, and Guam. We never added Puerto Rico as a state but it and 

Guam are still American territories. American Samoa too which was taken 

from Germany. 

 In the late 18
th

 century America fell behind in the world power race 

due to an increasingly greedy Europe. Document 1 shows European powers 

salivating over carving up the world for themselves. The United States 

wanted to compete with them which meant expanding. 

 Document 2 is an excerpt from Josiah Strong’s Our Country and it 

uses belief in Social Darwinism to encourage expansion.  Anglo-Saxon 

Americans believed it was their destiny to spread their culture across the 

earth. 

 Frederick Jackson Turner wrote the Frontier Thesis explaining how 

the frontier was a central part of American history. Turner said, “Moving 

westward, the frontier became more and more American.” And in the next 

century America would start expanding overseas. 

 Alfred T. Mahan said, “Is she prepared to acquiesce in any foreign 

power purchasing from Haiti a naval station on the Windward Passage, 

through which pass our steamer routes to the Isthmus?” He encouraged 

expansion with these words including the purchase of Hawaii and building 

the Panama Canal. Building the canal is another example of American 

destiny. 

 Senator Albert J. Beveridge expressed this feeling of destiny when 

describing how the United States will have China.  All of these forces led to 

the U.S. having the largest navy on earth.  Destiny also included spreading 

freedom. 

 At the turn of the 18
th

 century the United States had spread all the 

way around the globe from North America to the Philippines. The peak of the 

expansion occurred under President Theodore Roosevelt who carried a “big 

stick” as can bee seen in the political cartoon in document 6. 

 America further expanded by getting involved in WWI although at 

first President Wilson said in document 7, “Every man who really loves 

America will act and speak in the true spirit of neutrality.” Then Germany 

sank the Lusitania and sent the Zimmerman telegram which caused 

Americans to once again embrace expansion to spread liberty or as Wilson  

called it “make the world safe for democracy.”   

 Therefore the United States was in a state of Manifest Destiny from the 1800s to 

the 1900s. This is just like when James Monroe sent his Monroe Doctrine. 


