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 TEKS correlation written by Rebecca Richardson, Allen High School,  
using the Texas Education Agency’s objectives for 11th grade United States History (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) and College Board’s 2012 Framework for Advanced Placement Untied States History 

Name:_________________________________ Class Period:_____ 

Essential TEKS 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills  

Correlation to APUSH Units 6 & 7  

(Periods 7 of Framework) 

 
Objective:  Analyze main events from the Progressive Era through WWII that correlate to the specific objectives for the Texas end-of-course exam 

(S.T.A.A.R. Test). This is the second “essential TEKS” activity that has a major correlation to the state exam, because the grade level class begins 

their study with the Gilded Age. In APUSH, on the other hand, we begin with Columbus!   
 

Directions: Review the T.E.K.S. by reviewing the objectives and principles outlined and completing the historical review and analysis in the spaces provided. 

When you finish the review, log into Skyward and take the TEKS review quiz. The packet is worth 25 points, and each  online review quiz is worth 
10 points. Check your calendar for due dates! 

 

 

Period 7, 1890-1945; Progressive Era and America’s Rise to Power, the Roaring Twenties, the Great Depression, and WWII 
Main Idea: An increasingly pluralistic United States faced profound domestic and global challenges, debated the proper degree of 

government activism, and sought to define its international role. 

Key Concept 7.1:  

Governmental, political, and social organizations struggled to address the effects of large-scale industrialization, economic 

uncertainty, and related social changes such as urbanization and mass migration. 

Key Concept 7.2:  

A revolution in communications and transportation technology helped to create a new mass culture and spread “modern” values and 

ideas, even as cultural conflicts between groups increased under the pressure of migration, world wars, and economic distress. 

Key Concept 7.3:  

Global conflicts over resources, territories, and ideologies renewed debates over the nation’s values and its role in the world, while 

simultaneously propelling the United States into a dominant international military, political, cultural, and economic position. 

 

 

1. Complete the graphic below by identifying major characteristics for each era and identify significant turning points. 

 
T.E.K.S.- (2) History. The student understands traditional historical points of reference in U.S. history from 1877 to the present.  

(A) identify the major characteristics that define the era. 
(B) identify the major eras in U.S. history from 1877 to the present. 
(C) apply absolute and relative chronology through the sequencing of significant individuals, events, and time periods. 
(D) Explain the significance of the following years as turning points: 1898 (Spanish-American War), 1914-1918 (World War I), 1929 (the 
Great Depression begins), 1939 - 1945 and (World War II) 
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2.    Explain the impact of the Plessy ruling. 

 
T.E.K.S. (21) Government. The student understands the impact of constitutional issues on American society 

                        (A) analyze the effects of landmark U.S. Supreme Court decisions… such as…Plessy v. Ferguson 

 

 

The 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson Supreme Court ruling stated that… 

 

 

 

 

The impact of this ruling was… 

 

 

 

 

Explain the connection between this case and the Civil War Amendments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

3. Explain the physical and human geographic impact of the Panama Canal and the Dust Bowl. 
 

  T.E.K.S.  (12) Geography. The student understands the impact of geographic factors on major events. 

(A) analyze the impact of physical and human geographic factors on the the Panama Canal… the Dust Bowl 

 

Complete the chart by defining the era for each event in the first column, and then listing and defining the  items 

highlighted in this objective. 

 

Historical Era,  
Absolute and Relative 

 
Event  With Definition 

 
Human Geography  

 
Physical Geography  

   
 
The US supported the 
revolution of this country 
and in exchange was 
given permission to build 
this and control a territory 
5 miles around it. The US 
gave back control in the 
1990s.  
 

 
 
48 miles of international 
waterways between the 
Atlantic and Pacific 
Ocean that saves the 
8,000 mile journey 
around the southern tip 
of South America. 
(Cape Horn)  

   
 
 
Farmers misused their 
lands (over planting, not 
rotating crops) and millions 
of acres became useless. 
 

 
 
 
Years of sustained 
drought dried up the 
lands, winds carried 
clouds of dust and sand  
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4.  Analyze the causes and effects of the Spanish-American War, and explain how and why America expanded overseas. 
 

T.E.K.S. (4) History. The student understands the emergence of the United States as a world power between 1898 and 1920. 
(A) explain why significant events, policies, and individuals such as the Spanish-American War, U.S. expansionism,  
      Alfred Thayer Mahan, Theodore Roosevelt, Sanford B. Dole, and missionaries moved the  
      United States into the position of a world power; 
(B) evaluate American expansionism, including acquisitions such as Guam, Hawaii, the Philippines, and Puerto Rico; 

(15) Economics. The student understands domestic and foreign issues related to U.S. economic growth from the 1870s to 1920. 
  (C) explain how foreign policies affected economic issues such as the  Open Door Policy and Dollar Diplomacy 
  (D) Describe the economic effects of international military conflicts, including the Spanish-American War on the United States 
(12) Geography. The student understands the impact of geographic factors on major events. 
  (A) Analyze the impact of physical and human geographic factors on the Panama Canal; 

(B) Identify and explain reasons for changes in political boundaries such as those resulting from… international conflicts. 
 

The following list of key terms (highlighted in the TEKS above and in chart below as well as elaborated in course content) represent important 
cause-effect relationships in analyzing how the United States became a world power. It is important to keep in mind that knowing simple definitions 
(historical content) is important, however you must also be able to analyze that content on a higher level if you intend to earn a commended score 
on the end of course exam.  Complete the chart by finishing each topical analysis. As you read the analysis that has been provided for you, 
highlight key ideas.  

 

Key Terms & 
Examples 

Definitions and explanations of causes and effects of American imperialism 
and analysis of this era as a turning point 

 
Spanish-
American War 
Yellow journalism, 
De Lome Letter, 
USS Maine, 
Rough Riders, 
Buffalo Soldiers, 
Puerto Rico, 
Guam, 
Philippines, 
Teller 
Amendment, Platt 
Amendment, 
protectorate 

 
U.S. 
expansionism, 
Sanford B. 
Dole, 
Hawaii 
 
Open Door 
Policy, “spheres 
of influence,” 
John Hay, 
Boxer Rebellion 

 
Imperialists vs 
Anti-Imperialists, 

Alfred Thayer 
Mahan, 
Missionaries 
 
Theodore 
Roosevelt 
Panama Canal 
Big Stick 

 
Dollar 
Diplomacy 
 
 
 
 

DEFINITIONs 

Spanish-American War, 1898: America defeated Span and acquired new territories of Puerto Rico, Guam, and 
Philippines (previous Spanish territory).  The Teller Amendment declared the war was not to acquire Cuba, only to 
liberate it. The Platt Amendment declared that the U.S. would intervene in Cuba if needed and requested. Joseph 
Pulitzer and William Randolph Hearst published sensational yellow journalism stories in their competing newspapers 
regarding Cuba. The De Lome Letter called President William McKinley a weakling. The USS Maine sunk off the coast 
of Cuba and was blamed on the Spanish. McKinley asserted in the Teller Amendment that U.S. goals were simply to 
liberate Cuba. Theodore Roosevelt was a Rough Rider in the Spanish American War and helped achieve victory in the 
Battle of San Juan Hill. Buffalo Soldiers (African American soldiers) fought in this war as they did in the many Indian 
Wars in the Gilded Age. Hawaii was annexed in 1898 following the overthrow of Queen Liliuokalani by American 
businessmen including Sanford B. Dole. President McKinley and Secretary of State John Hay sent the Open Door Note 
to persuade Japan and European nations not to divide China into spheres of influence. The Boxers were Chinese rebels 
who protested American missionaries (killed many of them) and tried to oust the foreigners, they lost. American 
expansionism was driven mainly by economic motives to expand and protect global trade. Imperialists were those who 
supported overseas expansion, and anti-imperialists opposed it. Alfred Thayer Mahan wrote a book on Sea Power stating 
a strong navy was essential to strength and success.  Theodore Roosevelt became president in 1901 following McKinley’s 
assassination, and he used a foreign policy –Big Stick- to build the Panama Canal. President Taft followed Roosevelt and 
implemented Dollar Diplomacy focusing on business investment in foreign nations. 
 
EXPLANATIONs and ANALYSIS OF CHANGE OVER TIME 
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5. Explain how and why Progressives reformed society during the Progressive Era. 
 
 T.E.K.S. (5) History. The student understands the effects of reform and third-party movements in the early 20th century. 

(B) evaluate the impact of muckrakers and reform leaders such as Upton Sinclair, Susan B. Anthony, Ida B. Wells, and  

                      W. E. B. DuBois on American society 

(C) evaluate the impact of third parties, including the Populist and Progressive parties. 

(14) Geography. The student understands the relationship between population growth and modernization on environment. 

 

Key Terms & 
Examples 

 

Definitions and explanations of causes and effects of Progressive Reform 

 
 
 
Third Party 
Movements 
 
Populists 
[People’s Party] 
 
Progressive 
Party, Election 
of 1912 
 
Population 
growth, 
modernization, 
urbanization, 
industrialization 
 
Social Reform 
W.E.B. DuBois,  
NAACP 
 
Ida B. Wells, 
lynching 
 
muckrakers, 
Upton Sinclair 
Ida Tarbell, 
Lincoln Stefens, 
Jacob Riis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEFINITIONs 

Third Parties represent efforts to change things and unwillingness among the two main parties to adopt their issues. The Populists 
(People’s Party formed in 1890) included many items (Omaha Platform) that were later adopted by the Democratic Party in 
1896, and those who wanted to become even more “progressive” joined the Progressive Party in 1912. The Election of 1912 
resulted in the Republican Party being split between Taft-Republican and Roosevelt-Progressive, giving the win to Wilson-
Democrat with only 41% of the vote. Increased industrialization (manufacturing), urbanization (growth of cities), population 
growth (large wave of immigrants), and modernization (changing lifestyles) led to new problems that the Populists and 
Progressives sought solutions for. Muckrakers were journalists, investigators, and photographers who documented these new 
problems. Their efforts raised awareness and led to some reform. Upton Sinclair wrote The Jungle which exposed the meat-
packing industry. Ida Tarbell exposed Standard Oil helping to lead to its busting-up under Taft. Lincoln Steffens wrote Shame of 
the Cities, exposing political machines and the corrupt relationship between big business and city government (plutocracy). Jacob 
Riis exposed poverty in How the Other Half Lives which inspired municipal reform and charity groups. W.E.B. DuBois fought 
segregation and racial discrimination and through the Niagara Movement & helped form the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). Ida B. Wells-Barnett investigated the rise in Blacks being lynched and claimed 
Whites were afraid of Black advancement so they targeted them. She fought for state and federal laws against lynching. 
 
EXPLANATIONs OF CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF PROGRESSIVISM… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION…OMAHA PLATFORM AND GOALS …  explain how some GOALS  REACHED IN PROGRESSIVE ERA… 

a. Australian (or Secret) Ballot. .. 
b. Popular Election of U.S. Senators. .. 
c. Protection from Monopolies. .. 
d. Direct Democracy. .. 
e. Banking Reform. .. 
f. Government Ownership of the Railroads. .. 
g. Graduated Income Tax. .. 
h. Free and Unlimited Coinage of Silver. .. 
i. 8 hour workday … 
j. Immigration restrictions. .. 
k. Single term for the Presidency. .. 
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#5 continued from previous page… 
 

T.E.K.S. (5) History. The student understands the effects of reform and third-party movements in the early 20th century. 

(A) evaluate the impact of Progressive Era reforms, including initiative, referendum, recall, and the passage of the  

        16th, 17th, 18th, and 19th amendments  

(23) Citizenship. The student understands efforts to expand the democratic process. 

    (B) evaluate various means of achieving equality of political rights, including the 19th amendment…  

(B) identify the roles of governmental entities and private citizens in managing the environment such as the establishment of the  

       National Park System… 

(15) Economics. The student understands domestic and foreign issues related to U.S. economic growth from the 1870s to 1920. 

(B) describe the changing relationship between the federal government and private business, including the costs and 

                                       benefits of… anti-trust acts… and the Pure Food and Drug Act  

(E) describe the emergence of monetary policy in the United States, including the Federal Reserve Act of 1913… 

 
Key Terms & 
Examples 

 

Definitions and explanations of causes and effects of Progressive Reform 

 
 
 
 
Federal Reform 
16th, 17th, 18th, & 
19th 
Amendments, 
Susan B. 
Anthony 
 
National Park 
System, 
Theodore 
Roosevelt,  
Pure Food and 
Drug Act, 
Meat Inspection 
Act 
 
Clayton Anti-
Trust Act, 
Federal Reserve 
Act, Woodrow 
Wilson 
 
State Reform 
Initiative, 
referendum, 
recall 

 
Municipal 
Reform (City 
Reform) 
Commission 
System, City-
Manager Plan 

DEFINITIONs 

The Jungle which exposed the meat-packing industry lead Theodore Roosevelt to push through federal reforms such as 
the Meat Inspection Act (government regulation of the meat industry) and the Pure Food and Drug Act (consumer 
protection through food labeling).  Federal reforms  also included four Amendments: 16th created a graduated income 
tax, 17th enabled direct election of Senators instead of state legislatures selecting them, 18th began the Prohibition of 
alcohol (sale, production, distribution), and the 19th gave women the right to vote. Roosevelt passed many conservation 
acts including a vast expansion of the National Park System (conserving land). The Clayton Anti-Trust Act strengthened 
the 1890 Sherman Anti-Trust Act giving the government more power to break up trusts/monopolies and giving more 
protection to organized labor.  Wilson’s banking reform included the Federal Reserve Act which created a new national 
currency and banking system to regulate the money supply through interest rates and bond sales. State level reform 
included initiative (voters can propose legislation at the state level), referendum (voters can place issues/items on the 
ballot), and recall (voters can vote people out of office). Municipal (City) reform included the Commission System 
(Galveston) which replaced corrupt politics with hiring “experts” for each department. City-Manager also based on 
hiring expert to run city rather than politics. City Council elected then they hire the “expert” manager.  
 
EXPLANATIONs OF CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF PROGRESSIVISM… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION and ANALYSIS of PROGRESSIVISM AS TURNING POINT IN ROLE OF GOVERNMENT… 

Susan B. Anthony did not live long enough to see the ratification of the 19th Amendment, but she was pivotal in the 
movement for women’s suffrage going back to 1848 Seneca Falls. Alice Paul was instrumental in the final amendment. 
1920, the year the 19th Amendment was ratified, was an important turning point for democracy in America, because it 
doubled potential voting pool, although many women did not begin voting independently until decades later. Jane 
Addams, who began the settlement house movement at the end of the Gilded Age, was also instrumental in social 
reform in the Progressive Era.  
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6.  Analyze the causes and effects of World War I.  
 

T.E.K.S. (4) History. The student understands the emergence of the United States as a world power between 1898 and 1920. 

(C) identify the causes of World War I and reasons for U.S. entry 

(D) understand the contributions of the American Expeditionary Forces (AEF) led by General John J. Pershing 

(E) analyze the impact of significant technological innovations in World War I such as machine guns, airplanes, tanks,  

      poison gas, and trench warfare that resulted in the stalemate on the Western Front 

(G) analyze significant events such as the Battle of Argonne Forest 

 (6) History. The student understands significant events, social issues, and individuals of the 1920s 

 (B) analyze the impact of significant individuals such as  Glenn Curtiss 

 (26) Culture. The student understands how people from various groups contribute to our national identity. 

(F) Discuss the importance of Congressional Medal of Honor recipients, including individuals of all races and genders 

such as Alvin York. 

   

Key Terms & 
Examples 

Definitions and explanations of causes and effects of WWI 
and analysis of this war as a turning point 

 
 
 
World War I 
Assassination of 
Ferdinand, Sussex 
Pledge, Lusitania, 
unrestricted 
submarine warfare, 
Zimmerman Note 
 

Woodrow Wilson 
 
Fourteen Points 
 
American 
Expeditionary 
Forces (AEF), 
General John J. 
Pershing, Battle 
of Argonne 
Forest 
Congressional 
Medal of Honor, 
Alvin York 
 
 
Machine guns, 
airplanes, tanks, 
poison gas, 
trench warfare 
 
Western Front 
 
Glenn Curtis, 
Naval aviation 
 
 

DEFINITIONs… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXPLANATIONs OF CAUSES AND EFFECTS, and ANALYSIS OF WWI AS TURNING POINT… 

When WWI broke out in Europe (1914) following the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and the entangling 
alliances which quickly pulled most of Europe into war, the U.S. declared neutrality. This was a tradition set in 1793 with 
George Washington’s Proclamation of Neutrality. Wilson won reelection in 1916 with a slogan of “He kept us out of war.” 
American policy changed, however, following Germany’s unrestricted submarine warfare and breaking of the Sussex Pledge 
which including the sinking of the British Lusitania killing 128 Americans. The Zimmerman Note (telegram) was the last straw, 
and the U.S. entered the war in 1917 on the side of the Allies. Wilson’s Fourteen Points championed an anti-imperialist agenda 
with hopes of making the war the “war to end all wars” complete with self-determination of nations, freedom of the seas, and 
a League of Nations to use diplomacy to prevent future wars. General John J. Pershing led the mobilization/training effort 
then led troops to an impressive victory, breaking Germany’s line, in the Battle of Argonne Forrest. Soldiers like Alvin York 
fought courageously earning York the Medal of Honor. Warfare was brutal with new technologies such as poison gas, 
machine guns, tanks, trench warfare, disease (especially the Spanish influenza) leading to shell shock and massive loss of life. 
Airplanes were used for the first time, and men like Glen Curtis who helped develop naval aviation and was influential into the 
1920s. The first aircraft carrier was used in this war. The stalemate on the Western Front broken and the Allies were finally 
victorious. An armistice was signed on November 11, 1918 ending the war.  
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#6 continued from previous page… 

 
T.E.K.S. (4) History. The student understands the emergence of the United States as a world power between 1898 and 1920. 

(A) explain why significant individuals such as  Henry Cabot Lodge 

(F) analyze major issues such as isolationism and neutrality raised by U.S. involvement in World War I, Woodrow   

      Wilson's Fourteen Points, and the Treaty of Versailles 

(15) Economics. The student understands domestic and foreign issues related to U.S. economic growth from the 1870s to 1920.  

(D) Describe the economic effects of international military conflicts, including World War I on the United States 

(19) Government. The student understands changes over time in the role of government 

(B) explain constitutional issues raised by federal government policy changes during times of significant events,   

      including World War I 

 
ey Terms & 
Examples 

Definitions and explanations of causes and effects of WWI 
and analysis of this war as a turning point 

 
 
Constitutional 
Issues 
Espionage Act, 
Eugene Debs, 
Schenck v 
U.S. 
 
Woodrow 
Wilson, 
Fourteen 
Points 
 
Treaty of 
Versailles, 
League of 
Nations 
 
Henry Cabot 
Lodge 
 
isolationism 
 

DEFINITIONs… 

Constitutional issues during WWI centered on Wilson’s Espionage Act which reduced civil liberties (freedom of speech 
mainly) to reduce efforts to thwart the war effort and the draft effort. Eugene Debs, leader of the Socialist Party, was one 
of many arrested and imprisoned for speaking out against the war. Schenck v U.S. was a Supreme Court case which ruled 
that such acts are constitutional when there is a clear and present danger. The Treaty of Versailles was the treaty officially 
ending WWI, which the U.S. did not sign. It included heavy war reparations for Germany along with loss of land, resources, 
war guilt clause, and limitations on future military buildup. It did include the League of Nations which Wilson fought hard for, 
Most of the Fourteen Points, Wilson’s plan for peace, were left out of the treaty. The U.S. did not join the League. Henry 
Cabot Lodge was a leading Congressman opposing the League and thus the Treaty; because he believed it would cause the 
U.S. to lose their sovereignty. Americans were largely on his side, and following the war the nation turned to isolationism.  
 
EXPLANATIONs OF CAUSES AND EFFECTS, and ANALYSIS OF WWI AS TURNING POINT… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION… THE CONGRESESIONAL MEDAL OF  HONOR… 

The Congressional Medal of Honor was created during the Civil War. Thousands of soldiers have earned this prestigious 
recognition over the years. T.E.K.S. for United States history includes several Medal of Honor recipients. The main purpose of 
this is to recognize that fighting for liberty and the American way has costs the United States millions of lives and the 
enduring legacy of the American Republic has been… and continues to be… won by a diverse group of Americans. In this 
era, Alvin York is highlighted. He objected to war, as most Americans did support neutrality, but he fought valiantly after 
being drafted. He led an attack on a German machine gun nest, at the Battle of Argonne Forrest “taking 32 machine guns, 
killing 28 German soldiers, and capturing 132 others.” (quoted from York article at Wikipedia.org)  He had only one rifle and one 
pistol!  This helped to break through the German line, ending stalemate on the Western Front and leading to the German 
surrender. York and many other soldiers rallied behind Wilson’s call to “make the world safe for democracy.” Many soldiers 
and American were disillusioned after the war when the idealism of war ended with Red Scare, isolationism, and increased 
communism and totalitarianism in the world.  
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   7. Explain the causes and effects of the Great Migration. 

 
    T.E.K.S. (13) Geography. The student understands the causes and effects of migration and immigration on American society. 

(A) analyze the causes and effects of changing demographic patterns resulting from migration within the United States,    

      including…western expansion, rural to urban migration, [and] the Great Migration… 

 

 

Event & Definition Push/Pull Factor Consequence of Event 

Great Migration (~1910-1930) …  
 
African Americans moved north and 
west to seek employment opportunities 
in industrial cities. They were escaping 
racism, sharecropping, and tenant 
farming.  
   
 
 

 
 
Urban populations of African Americans 
increased dramatically. Organizations 
like the NAACP were formed. Some of 
the new neighborhoods became vibrant 
centers of African American culture, 
such as Harlem.  
 

 ------------------End of Period 7 Part 1 Review )------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Log onto Skyward and complete the two Essential TEKS review quizzes for Period 7 Part 1:  

“Progressive Era Essential TEKS” and “America’s Rise to Power Essential TEKS” 

Each quiz should take no more than 20 minutes. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
   8.         Analyze the cultural conflicts in the Roaring Twenties.  

 
    T.E.K.S. (6) History. The student understands significant events, social issues, and individuals of the 1920s 

(A) analyze causes and effects of events and social issues such as Social Darwinism,  eugenics race relations 

(B) analyze the impact of significant individuals such as   Marcus Garvey 

    
 

Key Terms & 
Examples 

 

Definitions and explanations of CULTURAL conflict and change 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Social Darwinism 
 
Eugenics 
 
Race relations, 
Lynching, 
KKK, race riots, 
Chicago, Tulsa 
 
Marcus Garvey, 
W.E.B.Dubois, 
Ida B. Wells-
Barnett 
 
 
 
 

DEFINITIONs… 

Social Darwinism is the belief that over time, people evolved (survival of the fittest) leading to the racial 
superiority of Whites. Eugenics was  an effort to breed more advanced people through selecting the most 
intelligent and fit White people to reproduce. Race relations in the 1920s were volatile as segregation and white 
supremacy increased. Lynching increased. The KKK reached its height in the 1920s and  included not only anti-
Black beliefs but also anti-Catholic, anti-Jew, and anti anything other than White, Anglo-Saxon, Protestantism. 
Due to the Great Migration, Black neighborhoods in northern cities such as Chicago and New York experienced 
racism and discrimination. Race riots occurred in many cities including Chicago ending in 38 deaths, however the 
biggest was in Tulsa where an affluent Black neighborhood was destroyed and dozens of people killed (perhaps 
as many as 100). Marcus Garvey created the Black Star Line and advocated back-to-Africa and separatism 
for Blacks. Ida B. Wells-Barnett fought for anti-lynching laws. 
 

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT ON SOCIETY DURING THE ROARING TWENTIES… 
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 Continued from #8 on previous page… 
 

         Analyze the cultural conflicts in the Roaring Twenties.  
 

            T.E.K.S. (6) History. The student understands significant events, social issues, and individuals of the 1920s 

  (A) analyze causes and effects of events and social issues such as nativism and the Red Scare 

          (15) Economics. The student understands domestic and foreign issues related to U.S. economic growth from the 1870s to 1920. 

  (C) explain how foreign policies affected economic issues such as immigration quotas 

 
Key Terms & 
Examples 

 

Definitions and explanations of CULTURAL conflict and change 

 
Red Scare, 
Palmer Raids, J. Edgar 
Hoover 
 
Nativism 
Sacco & Vanzetti 
 
Immigration Quotas, 
Immigration Acts of 
1921, 1924,1929 
1. Emergency Quota 

Act of 1921… aka 
Emergency 
Immigration Act of 
1921 

2. National Origins 
Act of 1924 aka 
Immigration Act of 
1924 

3. National Origins 
Act of 1929 

 

DEFINITIONs… 

After WWI and the Bolshevik Revolution in which Russia became communist, there was an explosion of fear of 
communism in the U.S. This Red Scare manifested in the 1919 Palmer Raids. These raids sought to find and 
deport communists following a series of bombings and threat to American government. Hundreds were deported, 
and thousands arrested without due process, just suspicion (hence… “Scare” which led to paranoia and limiting civil 
liberties of suspects). A. Mitchell Palmer was the Attorney General. His house was bombed, and he began the 
raids. J. Edgar Hoover was his assistant and led many of these raids and later became head of the FBI, which he 
ran for decades. Nativism is fear of foreigners and/or anti-immigrant sentiment usually fueled from job 
competition or fear of losing “American” culture such as religion or political beliefs. Sacco and Vanzetti were 
Italian immigrants suspected of being anarchists. (There was fear of anarchists just as there was a fear of 
communists). They were tried, convicted, and executed for murder on flimsy evidence. The Emergency Quota Act 
of 1921 limited the number of immigrants to 350,000 per year and used a quota system targeting Southern 
and Eastern Europeans. The National Origins Act of 1924 further limited immigrants from Eastern and Southern 
Europe based on a smaller percentage of immigrants coming into the U.S. in an even earlier era. The National 
Origins Act of 1929 reduced immigrants to 150,000 a year. 
 
EXPLANATION OF IMPACT ON SOCIETY DURING THE ROARING TWENTIES… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION… 

Immigration restrictions in the Gilded Age included the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 which made it nearly 
impossible for Chinese to immigrate and banned families from  joining those already here. Fear of job 
competition in the West led to this act. In the Progressive Era, immigration restrictions were placed on the 
Japanese as part of Theodore Roosevelt’s Gentlemen’s Agreement with Japan. Japan agreed to withhold 
passports (prevent emigration) in exchange for reduced racial discrimination in California. Assimilation efforts and 
“Americanization” efforts led to literacy tests being administered beginning in 1917 to limit “un-American, 
uneducated, undesirable, etc.” immigrants. Many believed that non-English speakers were a threat to American 
culture. The most restrictive acts came in the 1920s. These were the result of ongoing concerns of how the 
masses of new immigrants pulled into the U.S. by industrialization (jobs) and liberty were effecting culture. 
Eastern and Southern Europeans were targeted because they were more mostly uneducated, unskilled, poor, not 
Protestant, and lacked understanding or appreciation for republicanism. To White supremacists, they were also 
less white than the preferred immigrants from Britain and western Europe. 
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Continued from #8 on previous page … 

 

Analyze the cultural conflicts in the Roaring Twenties. 
 

 T.E.K.S. (6) History. The student understands significant events, social issues, and individuals of the 1920s 

(A) analyze causes and effects of events and social issues such as the Prohibition, and the changing role of women 

(B) analyze the impact of significant individuals such as Clarence Darrow, William Jennings Bryan, Charles A. Lindbergh. 

(25) Culture. The student understands the relationship between the arts and the times during which they were created 

(B) describe both the positive and negative impacts of significant examples of cultural movements in art, music, and  

      literature such as Tin Pan Alley [and] the Harlem Renaissance… on American society 
  

Key Terms & 
Examples 

 

Definitions and analysis of cultural changes and conflicts in the 1920s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prohibition, 
Al Capone 
 
Women,  
ERA,  
flappers, 
Sigmund Freud 
 
Clarence Darrow, 
William Jennings 
Bryan,  
Scopes Trial 
 
Charles 
Lindbergh, 
Spirit of St. Louis 
 
 

Tin Pan Alley 
 
Harlem 
Renaissance, 
Jazz, Langston 
Hughes, Louis 
Armstrong 
 
Lost 
Generation 
 
Hollywood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DEFINITIONs… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXPLANATIONs OF CULTURAL  CHANGES  AND CONFICTS IN THE 1920S… 
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     9.  Explain how post WWI politics “returned to normalcy” and how the American economy changed during the 1920s. 
 

 T.E.K.S. (6) History. The student understands significant events, social issues, and individuals of the 1920s 

(B) analyze the impact of significant individuals such as Henry Ford 

 (16) Economics. The student understands significant economic developments between World War I and World War II 

(A) analyze causes of economic growth and prosperity in the 1920s, including Warren Harding's Return to Normalcy, 

reduced taxes, and increased production efficiencies 

(19) Government. The student understands changes over time in the role of government 

(C) describe the effects of political scandals, including Teapot Dome… on the views of U.S. citizens concerning trust 

in the federal government and its leaders 

 

Key Terms & 
Examples 

 

Definitions and analysis of political and economic changes and conflicts in the 1920s 

 
 
 
 
 
Laissez-faire 
 
Warren Harding, 
Return to 
Normalcy, 
Teapot Dome, 
Washington Naval 
Conference 
 
 
Henry Ford, 
Assembly Line 
 
Taxes 
 
Smoot-Hawley 
Tariff 
 
Production 
efficiencies 
 
 
Calvin Coolidge, 
“business of 
America is 
business” 
 
Herbert Hoover, 
rugged 
individualism 

 
 
 
 

 

DEFINITIONs… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXPLANATIONs OF POLITICAL & ECONOMIC CHANGES IN THE 1920s… 

Harding’s “Return to Normalcy” illustrated the post WWI disillusionment and desire to return to the “good old days.” His 
administration was marked by refusal to join the League of Nations, hosting the Washington Naval Conference which 
resulted in several disarmament treaties, and restrictive immigration quotas. The Teapot Dome scandal also marred his 
administration and resulted in reduced trust in government.  Harding was similar to U.S. Grant in that he hired his 
friends who ended up being corrupt, resulting in this scandal where Harding’s Secretary of the Interior, Albert B. Fall, 
took bribes while arranging for the lease of government land.  The 1920s are often described as being an era marked 
by a return to Gilded Age laissez-faire. The Three Republican presidents of the decade did step back from progressive 
regulatory government and supported an atmosphere in which businesses could thrive and grow. Policies that supported 
business included reduced taxes on businesses and individuals (including the wealthy) and higher tariffs on imports, 
including the uber-high Smoot-Hawley Tariff of 1930; this was a departure from Progressive era higher taxes (16th 
Amendment) and lower tariffs (Underwood Tariff under Wilson). Calvin Coolidge was also pro-business as was Hoover. 
They saw government as a stifler of innovation and also believed in the values of hard work, “rugged individualism.” 
Many business mergers took place in the 1920s (bigger business) which was a departure from the Progressive Era trust-
busting. The economy boomed following a brief post-war recession largely due to the automotive industry. Henry Ford 
revolutionized production with the assembly line and also revolutionized American culture and economy… this is the 
beginning of the automotive or gasoline age.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Pause here…log onto Skyward and complete the Essential TEKS review quiz for Period 7 Part 2:  

“Roaring Twenties Essential TEKS.” It should take no more than 20 minutes. 
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using the Texas Education Agency’s objectives for 11th grade United States History (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) and College Board’s 2012 Framework for Advanced Placement Untied States History 

10. Analyze the causes and effects of the Great Depression. 

 
  T.E.K.S. (16) Economics. The student understands significant economic developments between World War I and World War II. 

(B) identify the causes of the Great Depression, including the impact of tariffs on world trade, stock market speculation, bank  

      failures, and the monetary policy of the Federal Reserve System 

(C) analyze the effects of the Great Depression on the U.S. economy and society such as widespread unemployment and  

      deportation and repatriation of people of European and Mexican heritage  

 
 

Key Terms & 
Examples 

 

Definitions and analysis of causes and effects of the Great Depression 

 
Great 
Depression 
 
Personal debt, 
buying on credit, 
installment plans 
 
Gap between 
rich and poor 
 
Stock market 
speculation 
 
Agricultural 
foreclosures, 
Unregulated 
banks, 
Bank failures 
 
Global economy 
 
Monetary 
policy of FED 
 
Tariffs 
 
Unemployment 
 
Deportation 
and 
repatriation, 
Mexican 
Repatriation Act, 
segregation 
 
Dust Bowl 
 
Dorothea Lange 
 
John Steinbeck 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEFINITIONs… 

The Great Depression is the era beginning with the stock market crash of 1929 and ending with WWII. There were many 
causes including personal debt created by buying on credit or installment plan (pre-curser to the credit card), the gap between 
rich and poor which led to a significant part of the population being unable to purchase goods in a growing market and unable 
to save money, stock market speculation (buying stocks with hopes of reselling them at higher price) which led to over inflated 
prices, continued failure in the agricultural sector which led to forecloses and bank failures, lack of regulation to prevent 
corrupt banking practices such as using deposits to gamble on the stock market, and a global economy struggling post WWI. 
The high tariff of 1930 (Smoot-Hawley) worsened the depression by reducing trade as reciprocal tariffs were placed on U.S. 
exports. Monetary policy of the Federal Reserve (FED) in response to the depression was to raise interest rates (shrink money 
supply) which lengthened the depression. Nativism worsened as jobs were fewer which led to the Mexican Repatriation Act 
(sending Mexicans back to Mexico) which also resulted in American citizens being deported to Mexico. Latin Americans were 
not included in the Immigration Acts of the 1920s, and many Mexicans had fled to America during the Mexican Revolution 
during the Progressive Era. Mexicans also faced discrimination and segregation as did other non-Whites. Unemployment is the 
percentage of people who want to work… and cannot find a job. During the depression this number skyrocketed to more than 
25%. Anything over 10% is and indication of a severe recession or depression. The Dust Bowl was a natural disaster in the 
Midwest caused by drought and years of dry farming. Dorothea Lange and John Steinbeck documented life in the Great 
Depression through photography and literature, respectfully.  
 
EXPLANATIONs OF CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION… 
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 TEKS correlation written by Rebecca Richardson, Allen High School,  
using the Texas Education Agency’s objectives for 11th grade United States History (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) and College Board’s 2012 Framework for Advanced Placement Untied States History 

Continued from #10 on previous page… 

 

Analyze the causes and effects of the Great Depression. 

 
T.E.K.S. (16) Economics. The student understands significant economic developments between World War I and World War II. 

(E) describe how various New Deal agencies and programs, including the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, the  

      Securities and Exchange Commission, and Social Security Administration continue to affect lives of U.S. citizens. 

 

 

Key Terms & 
Examples 

 

Definitions and analysis of causes and effects of the Great Depression 

 
Great 
Depression 
 
Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 
 
Fireside chats 
 
New Deal 
policies 
Relief,  
CCC, WPA, 
FERA, PWA, 
TVA, First 
Hundred Days, 
Banking Holiday, 
HOLC 
 
Recovery,  
NRA, AAA, FHA 
 
Reform 
Wagner Act (aka 
National Labor 
Relations Act), 
Fair Labor 
Standards Act, 
Glass-Steagall 
Banking Act - 
FDIC, SEC,  
Social Security 
Administration, 
Gold standard, 
Keynesian 
economic theory, 
pump priming 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEFINITIONs… 

The Great Depression began in 1929 and ended with mobilization for WWII in the 1940s. Franklin D. Roosevelt was 
elected in 1932 and immediately following his inauguration in 1933 he began his New Deal with rapid fire relief 
programs in his First Hundred Days in office aimed at helping to serve the needs of the unemployed with work and 
security. He also rallied the nation in his radio addresses “fireside chats” which encouraged American not be afraid, “The 
only thing we have to fear is fear itself!” The Bank holiday provided time for banks to breath, to encourage deposits, 
and to allow for the federal government to bail some banks out. The CCC was the Civilian Conservation Corps which 
put people to work conserving the environment through park clean-up, building trails, planting trees,, etc. The WPA was 
the Works Progress Administration which created jobs for a myriad of people often overlooked in hard times such as 
artists, writers, and musicians.  FERA was the Federal Emergency Relief Act which distributed money to the states so 
that they could create jobs in public works. The PWA was the Public Works Administration which created jobs building 
public buildings like schools and libraries. The TVA was the Tennessee Valley Authority which was a massive dam building 
(public works project) effort for the Tennessee River which impacted 7 states. It protected against future flooding and 
supplied inexpensive electricity to many. Because of the dramatic impact of the TVA it is sometimes included as a 
reform policy. The TVA continues to this day managing the dams. The HOLC was the Home Owners Loan 
Corporation aimed to prevent foreclosures. Recovery efforts aimed to influence the business cycle by increasing 
aggregate demand. John Maynard Keynes – Keynesian Economic Theory – was embraced by FDR which advocated 
deficit spending in times of recession/depression to be balanced by surplus in good times. This is also called pump-
priming. The NRA was the National Recovery Administration which created a voluntary network of businesses pledging 
fair wages and price controls. It also suspended anti-trust laws. The AAA was the Agricultural Adjustment Act which 
subsidized farmers, paying them to leave land fallow (paying them not to farm). The Supreme Court found both 
unconstitutional… (Butler v. U.S and Schecter Poultry v. U.S.).  Reform efforts aimed to prevent a future depression 
by targeting the causes of the depression and redefining labor. The Wagner Act guaranteed organized labor the right 
to organize and to collective bargaining, outlawed unfair labor practices like blacklisting, and created the National Labor 
Relations Board. The Fair Labor Standards Act established minimum wage, ended child labor under 16, and limited work  
hours. Glass Steagall Banking Act created the FDIC (Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation) which insured deposits. 
The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) began stock market regulations, and Social Security Act provided 
unemployment insurance and pensions. FDR took the nation off the gold standard with an executive order to increase 
the money supply. 
 
EXPLANATIONs OF HOW THE NEW DEAL CONTINUES TO IMPACT AMERICANS… 
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 TEKS correlation written by Rebecca Richardson, Allen High School,  
using the Texas Education Agency’s objectives for 11th grade United States History (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) and College Board’s 2012 Framework for Advanced Placement Untied States History 

 

Continued from #10 on previous page… 
 

Analyze the causes and effects of the Great Depression. 

 
    T.E.K.S. (26) Culture.  The student understands how people from various groups contribute to our national identity 

  (D) identify the political, social, and economic contributions of women such as Eleanor Roosevelt to American society. 

    (19) Government. The student understands changes over time in the role of government 

(A) evaluate the impact of New Deal legislation on the historical roles of state and federal government  

(B) explain constitutional issues raised by federal government policy changes during times of significant events,                        

      including the Great Depression 

  (16) Economics. The student understands significant economic developments between World War I and World War II. 

(D) compare the New Deal policies and its opponents' approaches to resolving the economic effects of the Great Depression 

  (20) Government. The student understands the changing relationships among the three branches of the federal government. 

(B) evaluate the impact of relationships among the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government,  

                                       including Franklin D. Roosevelt's [court packing plan] attempt to increase number of U.S. Supreme Court justices… 

  
 

Key Terms & 
Examples 

 

Definitions and analysis of causes and effects of the Great Depression 

 
 
Great Depression 
 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
 
Eleanor Roosevelt 
 
Frances Perkins 
 
Opponents, 
Huey Long, Dr. Francis 
Townsend, Father 
Charles Coughlin, Liberty 
League, Supreme Court 
 
Role of state and 
federal government,  
 
legislative, executive, 
judicial branches 
 
Constitutional issues,  
Court packing plan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEFINITIONs… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXPLANATIONs OF CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION… 

The New Deal was largely an extension of Progressivism, however the scope of change was far more dramatic than 
that o the Progressive Era. Roosevelt’s New Deal aimed to end the Great Depression, close the gap between rich and 
poor, and prevent a future bust. The New Deal did not end the depression, but it did redefine the role of government 
and increase the size and scope of government, beginning the modern era of our limited welfare state. Opposition 
included both conservatives who felt FDR was a socialist and liberals who felt he wasn’t doing enough. The Supreme 
Court found several things unconstitutional which led FDR to “power grab” by redefining the Court. Congress, who had 
supported FDR almost unflinchingly, stepped in to prevent this disruption to the balance of power created in the 
Constitution. Radical criticism from Huey Long who had his own police force and distaste for democracy illustrated how 
fragile the nation was politically. Some of the ideas of opponents, however, influenced FDR. Townsend’s proposal for old 
age pension was realized in the Social Security Act. Eleanor Roosevelt played a pivotal role in helping FDR manage the 
New Deal, she was a powerful encourager, and she pushed FDR to include more women and minorities in the work 
programs. FDR named Frances Perkins to his cabinet, the first female to that post, and she was instrumental in many 
programs and reforms including minimum wage and Social Security.  

          ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------- 

Pause here…log onto Skyward and complete the Essential TEKS review quiz for Period 7 Part 2:  

“Great Depression Essential TEKS.” It should take no more than 20 minutes. 
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  11. Explain the causes of World War II. 
 

T.E.K.S.  (7) History. The student understands the domestic and international impact of U.S. participation in World War II 

(A) identify reasons for U.S. involvement in World War II, including Italian, German, and Japanese dictatorships and  

      their aggression, especially the attack on Pearl Harbor 

 

Key Terms & 
Examples 

 

Definitions and analysis of causes and effects of World War II 

 
Treaty of Versailles  

 
World War II 
 
Italian, 
German, 
Japanese 
Dictatorships 
Mussolini, 
Hitler, fascism, Nazi 
Party, militarism 
 
Isolationism 
 
League of Nations  
 
Appeasement  
 
Neutrality Acts 
 
Franklin Roosevelt 
 
Pearl Harbor 
 
 

DEFINITIONs… 

WWII began in Europe in 1939 following the German invasion of Poland. In Asia it essentially began earlier with the 
Japanese invasion of China, but 1939 is the year used to mark the official beginning for most historians. America 
joined in 1941 following the bombing of Pearl Harbor by the Japanese, and the war ended in 1945 with the 
surrender of all three Axis Powers. Italian dictatorship began with Mussolini in 1922 and continued with Hitler in 
Germany in 1932. Hitler envisioned a Third Reich led by his Nazi Party that would rule the world for a thousand 
years.  These fascist dictators aimed to rebuild their economies and build an empire. Japan became militaristic 
following WWI and also began building an empire.  The U.S. foreign policy during these events was isolationism, and 
as these three became more aggressive the U.S. did its best to stay out of it through a series of Neutrality Acts 
(1935-36-37) which limited interaction with these nations.  A fourth neutrality act in 1939 provided “cash and carry” 
supplies to the Allies but was impractical. The League of Nations was ineffective in stopping these empires, as was the 
policy of appeasement in Europe which gave a little… (land = Sudetenland) in exchange for Hitler’s pledge not to 
take any more land (he did… Poland). 
 
EXPLANATIONs OF CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF WWII… 

The causes of war included the failure of the Treaty of Versailles to solve the problems of WWI or set up a more 
prosperous future for countries like Germany. This led to desperation and resentment which made it easy for 
someone like Hitler to rise up and rally the people behind racial pride and nationalism. The United States was 
isolationists and determined not to get pulled into the war once it appeared inevitable. The neutrality acts were 
attempts to prevent being pulled into war as happened in WWI with things like Americans sailing on foreign ships 
(Lusitania) and trading with foreign nations in a war zone (unrestricted submarine warfare). They were short lived, 
though, as FDR moved the country toward intervention with cash and carry, an embargo of Japan, and the Lend-
Lease Act of 1940. Intervention wasn’t official, however, until December 8th, 1941… the day after the “day that will 
live in infamy,” December 7th… when the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor. The U.S. joined the Allies and declared 
war on Germany and Japan. 

 

          12.  Explain how Franklin Roosevelt mobilized for war. 
 

T.E.K.S.  (7) History. The student understands the domestic and international impact of U.S. participation in World War II 

(B) evaluate the domestic and international leadership of Franklin D. Roosevelt during World War  

      II, including domestic industry's rapid mobilization for the war effort 

(C) analyze the function of the U.S. Office of War Information 

(G) explain the home front and how American patriotism inspired exceptional actions by citizens and military  

      personnel, including high levels of military enlistment; volunteerism; the purchase of war bonds; Victory Gardens;   
 

Key Terms & 
Examples 

 

Definitions and analysis of mobilizing for World War II 

 
Mobilization 
Rationing 
Reciprocal Trade 
Agreement 
 
U.S. Office of War 
Information 
 
Military 
Enlistment, 
Volunteerism, 
Liberty Bonds, 
Victory Gardens 

 

DEFINITIONs… 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EXPLANATIONs OF HOW THE U.S. MOBILIZED FOR WWII… 

Before entering the war officially, FDR began producing goods for war and preparing for a draft.  Industries shifted 
from consumer goods to war materials. Tariffs were reduced to increase the U.S. ability to supply the Allies. After 
Pearl Harbor American were united overwhelmingly behind the effort which led to high level of voluntary 
participation in conservation and rationing efforts to support the war effort. The Office of War Information was 
similar to eh Committee on Public Information from WWI which rallied people with propaganda and information on 
how they could help the U.S. win the war. Funding the war was also similar to WWI with the sale of Liberty Bonds 
and taxes.  
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using the Texas Education Agency’s objectives for 11th grade United States History (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) and College Board’s 2012 Framework for Advanced Placement Untied States History 

13. Analyze the impact of the war effort on the home front. 

 
T.E.K.S.  (7) History. The student understands the domestic and international impact of U.S. participation in World War II 

(G) explain the home front and how American patriotism inspired exceptional actions by citizens and military  

      personnel, including the bravery and contributions of the Tuskegee Airmen, the Flying Tigers, and the Navajo Code   

      Talkers; and opportunities and obstacles for women and ethnic minorities. 

(17) Economics. The student understands the economic effects of World War II 

(A) describe the economic effects of World War II on the home front such as the end of the Great Depression,  

      rationing, and increased opportunity for women and minority employment 

 

Key Terms & 
Examples 

 

Definitions and analysis of causes and effects of World War II 

 
World War II 
 
Home Front 
 
Tuskegee Airmen 
 
Flying Tigers 
 
Navajo Code Talkers 
 
Women  
Rosie the Riveter 
Women’s Army Corps 
(WACS), 
WASPS 
 
ethnic minorities 
A. Philip Randolph 
 
Great Depression 
 
 

DEFINITIONs… 

World War II created many jobs and fueled economic recovery and the end of the Great Depression. Job 
opportunities for African Americans included war industries following A. Philip Randolph’s threat to march on 
Washington and FDR’s agreement to desegregate war industries. African American fighter group, Tuskegee Airmen 
became renowned as the most effective and trustworthy escorts/pilots. Flying Tigers were American and Chinese pilots 
working together. WASPS were Women Air Force Service Pilots, and Rosie the Riveter was a song and image 
celebrating the efforts of women in the workforce including factory work. Native Americans served as Navajo Code 
Talkers using their native language as an unbreakable code.  
 
EXPLANATIONs OF HOW WWII IMPACTED THE HOME FRONT… 
 

 

14. Analyze major issues regarding civil liberties and racism during WWII. 
 

T.E.K.S.  (7) History. The student understands the domestic and international impact of U.S. participation in World War II 

 (B) evaluate the domestic and international leadership of Franklin D. Roosevelt during World War II 

 (D) analyze major issues of World War II, including the Holocaust; the internment of German, Italian, and Japanese  

      Americans and Executive Order 9066;  

 (E) analyze major military events of World War II, including the liberation of concentration camps 

 

Key Terms & 
Examples 

 

Definitions and analysis of causes and effects of World War II 

 
World War II 
 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
 
Holocaust 
Zionism 
Liberation of 
concentration camps 
 
Executive Order 9066, 
Japanese Internment, 
Korematsu v. U.S. 

DEFINITIONs… 

Franklin Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066 which resulted in the forced relocation of German-Americans, Italian-
Americans, and Japanese-Americans. The bulk of those relocated were of Japanese descent. Fear of insurgency and 
disloyalty led to this dramatic action. The Supreme Court ruled in Korematsu v. U.S. that relocation was constitutional. 
The Holocaust was Hitler’s strategy to create work camps and then death camps to rid Germany of inferior people 
including Jews, homosexuals, mentally handicapped, physically handicapped, gypsies, political prisoners, the elderly, and 
non-Whites. More than 6 million people were killed in these camps. Zionism is the movement to return Jews to their 
homeland in Israel which had been lost hundreds of years earlier. 
 
EXPLANATIONs OF WWII IMPACT ON CIVIL LIBERTIES… 

FDR limited civil liberties in the name of protecting America and the war effort. His relocation camps were a more 
dramatic limitation of liberty than Woodrow Wilson’s Espionage Act. Eventually the U.S. government apologized to 
those interned and paid reparation of $20,000 per person. Germans and Italians were also targeted, and several were 
deported. Most Americans were in complete shock when they learned of the Holocaust. This event led to a dramatic 
shift in foreign policy as sympathy and support for Zionism increased which led to the creation of Israel in 1948.  Many 
Jews escaped to the U.S. during the war, and some immigrated afterwards as well. 
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16. Analyze the methods used to achieve victory in WWII. 

 
T.E.K.S.  (7) History. The student understands the domestic and international impact of U.S. participation in World War II 

(B) evaluate the domestic and international leadership of Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry Truman during World War  

      II, including the U.S. relationship with its allies  

 (D) analyze major issues of World War II, including the development of conventional and atomic weapons; 

(E) analyze major military events of World War II, including the Battle of Midway, the U.S. military advancement  

through the Pacific Islands, the Bataan Death March, the invasion of Normandy, fighting the war on multiple fronts 

(F) evaluate the military contributions of leaders during World War II, including Omar Bradley, Dwight Eisenhower,  

      Douglas MacArthur, Chester A. Nimitz, George Marshall, and George Patton 

 (26) Culture.  The student understands how people from various groups contribute to our national identity 

(F) Discuss the importance of Congressional Medal of Honor recipients, including individuals of all races and genders  

     such as Vernon J. Baker 

(27) Science, Technology, and Society The student understands the impact of science, and technology on the economic   

       development of the United States. 

(B) explain how specific needs result in scientific discoveries and technological innovations in… the military, and  

      medicine… 
 

Key Terms & 
Examples 

 

Definitions and analysis of World War II 

 
Franklin Roosevelt 
 
Harry Truman 
 
WWII 
Multiple Fronts 
 
Conventional and 
Atomic Weapons 
Albert Einstein 
Manhattan Project 
Hiroshima, Nagasaki 
 
Battle of Midway 
 
Battle of the Bulge 
 
Bataan Death March 
 
Pacific Islands 
Island Hopping 
Douglas MacArthur 
 
Chester A. Nimitz 
 
George Marshall 
 
George Patton 
 
Omar Bradley 
 
Vernon J. Baker 
 
Normandy, D-Day 
Dwight Eisenhower 

DEFINITIONs… 

Franklin Roosevelt was president during most of the war. He died shortly after his 4th term began and was 
replaced by Harry Truman. WWII was fought on multiple fronts: in the European theater, there was the 
Western Front (west of Germany) and the Eastern Front (east of Germany). The African theater included 
Northern Africa. The Pacific Theater included the Pacific islands and East Asia. The United States led significant 
missions in Northern Africa, the Western Front in Europe, and the Pacific Islands in Asia. The Soviet Union led 
the Eastern Front assault on Germany.  
General George Marshall worked closely with FDR in organizing the overall war effort. General George Patton led 
the North African operation to push Mussolini back to Italy and then he continued to lead troops in the European 
theater. General Dwight Eisenhower was the commander for the Western Front of Europe including the D-Day 
invasion of Normandy which was led by General Omar Bradley. Bradley led the victory at the Battle of the Bulge 
which was the turning point battle for the European Theater on the Western Front. Vernon Baker was African 
American soldier in Europe who successfully “led his heavy weapons platoon through German army defenses… 
personally destroying a machine gun position, two observation posts, two bunkers, and a network of German 
telephone lines along the way.” (quote from Vernon Baker article at Wikipedia.org) General Douglas MacArthur led the 
Pacific Theater and implemented an Island Hopping campaign which kept the Japanese off guard as the invasion 
of islands was unpredictable. Admiral Chester Nimitz led the Battle Of Midway which was the turning point battle 
in the Pacific Theater. The Bataan Death March occurred a month after Pearl Harbor, early in the war, when the 
Philippines was taken over by Japan. Filipino and American soldiers were forced to march 60 miles without food 
or water which resulted in half of them dying.  Technological innovation improved conventional weapons such as 
radar and sonar. Medical breakthroughs included the development of antibiotics. The Air Force had far superior 
airplanes to drop bombs and transport troops and materials. Atomic weapons were developed following some 
advice from Albert Einstein and the creation of the secret Manhattan Project. Three atomic bombs were 
produced. One was tested in New Mexico, and the other two were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki Japan. 
 
EXPLANATIONs OF WWII EFFORTS… 

Winning WWII took a concerted effort of many Americans as well as Soviets, Chinese, Filipino, French, British 
and others. Strong leadership, new technology, and clever strategy helped win the war. Although American troops 
were still segregated, Vernon Baker made his mark with skill and bravery. He was not awarded the Medal of 
Honor until the 1990s, which reflects the ongoing racism and overlooking of the contributions of non-Whites that 
has only recently been reversed. Harry Truman made the decision to use the atomic bombs in Japan following 
their refusal to surrender despite being driven back to their original islands and suffering numerous fire bombings. 
In an effort to save lives by avoiding a ground assault into Japan, Truman dropped one bomb … then when the 
Japanese still didn’t surrender… dropped the second. This decision was controversial then, and continues to be to 
this day. Truman stood by his decision until the day he died.  

 

End of Period 7 Essential TEKS review. Log onto Skyward and complete the Essential TEKS review quiz 

for Period 7 Part 2: “WWII Essential TEKS.” It should take no more than 20 minutes. 


