
French & Indian War 1756-1763 
Review

1750-1770: England and 

France battled over borders 

in the New World as a 

continuation of the conflict 

in Europe that had been 

raging for centuries. The 

French and Indian War was 

part of that struggle. 

England won but at a great 

financial cost; France lost 

its North American 

territories to Spain and 

England.

Spain was allied with 

France, but gained 

Louisiana. England gained 

Florida (from Spain), New 

France (Canada), and land 

east of the Mississippi.



The Wars Who is involve Treaty Who won

King William’s 
War
1689 – 1697

France and the 
American 
Indians Vs 
England

Treaty of Ryswick England 

(gained 
Nova Scotia 
and New 
Foundland,

Queen Anne’s 
War
1702 – 1713

England Vs
France

Treaty of Utrecht Hudson 
Bay)

King George’s 
War
1744 – 1748

Most of Europe Treaty of Aix-la-
Chapelle

England

(gained 
remaining 
French 
territory in

The French and 
Indian war
1754 – 1763

Great Britain Vs
France

Treaty of Paris North 
America 
except 
Louisiana)

In general…

Who is fighting?

What are they 

fighting for?

Who ends up 

dominating?

Why?



How did France make money 
from its North American 
Colonies?

How did they interact with the 
Natives, especially the Hurons?

How did the Iroquois hamper 
French trade?

What impact did they have on 
the environment?

Why didn’t the persecuted 
Huguenots migrate to New 
France the way persecuted 
Puritans did from England?



Why did France’s colonies have 
“scanty immigration?”

Artwork portraying the Saint 

Bartholomew’s Day massacre  in 

Paris on 24 Aug 1572, one of the 

most violent battles of religion, 

Catholics killing Calvinists 

(Huegenots)
François Dubois, painter who witnessed event



Why did England 

end up 

dominating North 

America by 

1763?

In 1750, France 

and Spain had 

more land claims.



The fertile Ohio Valley became a battleground among the 

Spanish, British, and French.  Forts were built to defend claims

1754 

George Washington 

@ Ft Duquesne

What happened?

Washington @ 

Fort Necessity

What happened here? 

Did Washington successfully secure the 

Ohio Valley for England/Virginia?

Braddock @ Fort Duquesne

What was his “blunder” and how did it 

impact the frontier of the 13 colonies?



Frenchman, Captain Pierre Pouchot, of the Bearn 

Regiment, and commandant at Fort Niagara most of 

the war, recounted in his memoirs how the Native 

American would scalp his foe. "As soon as the man is 

felled, they run up to him, thrust their knee in between 

his shoulder blades, seize a tuft of hair in one hand &, 

with their knife in the other, cut around the skin of the 

head & pull the whole piece away. The whole thing is 

done very expeditiously. Then, brandishing the scalp, 

they utter a whoop which they call the 'death whoop'. . . 

If they are not under pressure & the victory has cost 

them lives, they behave in an extremely cruel manner 

towards those they kill or the dead bodies. They 

disembowel them & smear their blood all over 

themselves."

Note: England began offering money for scalps. France preferred prisoners.

How would this practice be viewed today?  



Why was this 

plan rejected by 

the colonies?

How did this 

plan impact 

colonial 

rebellion?

Delegates from several colonies met in Albany, NY to discuss Ben Franklin’s 

Albany Plan of Union. It called for a 12 colony union with a grand council of 

representatives and a president appointed by the British monarch.  The purpose 

was to unite in order to control Indian affairs.

Ben Franklin drew this political cartoon to garner support 

for the Albany Plan. He set a trend with political cartoons, 

which remain significant today.



1756 

War Is Formally Declared!

Natives fought on 

both sides, but the 

war was known for 

the Indian-French 

alliance.



How did these 

differences effect 

relations between 

colonists and 

British?



Why was this 

boost important?

Did it last?



Benjamin West, The Death of General Wolfe

Wolfe was a hero in this battle, as his clever 

strategy led to the capture of Quebec with 

victory on the Plains of Abraham. Montcalm, 

leader of French, also died in this battle.

The Battle of Sainte-Foy by George B. Campion

Why was this battle one of the most 

significant in all American history?

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2f/Battle_of_Sainte-Foy.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Benjamin_West_005.jpg


The colonists were 

initially pleased 

with this victory.

What led to the 

loss of joy?



France lost 

their claims, 

but the 

French 

colonists 

remained. 

Where did 

they go?

How did 

they impact 

American 

culture?



Although Spain gave up Florida to England, they gained the Louisiana 

territory. They only held onto it until 1800. Why?



Napoleon secured the return of Louisiana to France, 

and then sold it to the US in 1803. 



1. It increased her colonial empire in 
the Americas.

2. It greatly enlarged England’s debt.

3. Britain’s contempt for the colonials 
created bitter feelings.

How did these events impact British policy 
and approach to the colonies?

Effects of the War 

on Britain?



1. It united them against a
common enemy for the first
time.

2. It created a socializing
experience for all the 
colonials who participated.

3. It created bitter feelings 
towards the British that
would only intensify.

Effects of the War on the 

American Colonials

What other forces, pre 

French and Indian War, 

fueled the growing 

rebellion?

THINK… it’s  important 

to make connections 

over time!



1763 Pontiac’s Rebellion

The Aftermath of War

Indian tribes in the Great Lakes/Ohio Valley joined to push the British out. Forts 

were destroyed, thousands died. 

This war included a British effort to use biological warfare against the Indians by 

giving them blankets infected with smallpox.

British Beneral Jeffery Amherst 

and his men treated Indians like 

slaves or “dogs” and expected 

them to bow to whatever policy 

they enforced. 

Pontiac, leader of the Ottawa, 

organized the effort

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Amherst.jpg


Pontiac’s Rebellion (1763)

The war ended with a 

treaty but no clear 

winner. Native 

presence in the valley 

was still strong and 

the British colonies 

were still there… 

What was Britain’s 

solution to the 

ongoing threat of 

conflict with natives?

How did the colonists 

react?



Proclamation Line of 1763.

How did this attempt to 

establish peace between 

colonies and natives 

impact settlers?  Consider 

the Paxton Boys and the 

Regulator Movement

How did these events 

impact relations between 

colonists and British?

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/38/Map_of_territorial_growth_1775.svg

